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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 10/02/2007 have been fully. Applicant's request for 
reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office action is persuasive and, 
therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ando 
et al. (US PGPUB 2003/0206723) in view of Ohmori et al. (US PGPUB 2001/0008572). 

As to claims 1 and 5, Ando discloses an information processing device (abstract) 

and a computer readable storage medium (abstract) capable of processing audio data 
linked still Image data (paragraph [0010]), the apparatus comprising: display means for 
displaying (display unit, figure 14), in a window on a display screen: (I) a playback-time 
information display area to display playback-time positions of items of still image data 
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linked with selected audio data (the playback time of audio linked to still images is 
displayed on the screen in the display area titled "time chart 11", paragraph [0135] and 
figure 6), (ii) a first image display area for displaying the items of still image data linked 
with the selected audio data in a playback order of the items of still image data (the still 
images linked with the selected audio data in the playback area is in the display area 
titled "picture 5", paragraph [0135] and figure 6), and (iii) a second image display for 
displaying still image data which is not linked with any audio data (still images, that have 
not been associated yet to an audio file, are stored in a database, paragraphs [0023]- 
[0024] and [0081], and a user designates still pictures to be associated with an audio 
file, paragraph [00016], therefore the still images would have to be display to the user 
through the display unit in order for the user to see what images are available in the 
database and then select the images); insertion means for selecting a desired item of 
still image data from among the still image data which is not linked with any audio data 
(user designates a still picture to be displayed simultaneously with playback audio data, 
paragraph [0016], from among a database of still images, paragraphs [0023], [0024], 
and [0081]), displayed in the second image display area, and inserting the selected item 
of still image data in one of the first image display area and the playback-time 
information display area (after the image from the database is associated with the audio 
file it is inserted and displayed in the playback area and the image display area, 
paragraph [0135] and figure 6); and link means for linking the selected item of still 
image data to a playback-time position of the selected audio data (the selected images 
are linked to audio data, paragraphs [0232]-[0236]), the playback-time position 
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corresponding to a position at wliicli tine selected item of still image data is inserted in 
said one of the first image display area and the playback-time information display area 
in which the selected item of still image data is inserted (the playback time position 
corresponds to the position in time where the still image has been inserted, paragraph 
[0135] and figure 6). 

Ando does not disclose specifically displaying in a single window the playback 
position, the linked still images, and the still images that are not linked. Ohmori teaches 
a system for editing image and sound material (abstract) where a display window is 
used that displays and area of images, audio playback time area, and images linked to 
the audio playback time positions (figures 6 and 7). With the displays areas the user 
can see the images that are linked or unlinked (paragraphs [0021]) and edit the 
playback time position by dragging an image to the playback time position area 
(paragraphs [01 10]-[01 14]). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Ando with the use of a single 
window to view linked images, unlinked images, and audio playback data. By using a 
single window to view not just the areas of images that are linked with the 
corresponding area of audio playback but also to view the unlinked images in the 
system database would facilitate the system of Ando by being able to observe all the 
phases of the image/audio editing without having to toggle back and forth between the 
unlinked image database and the display area of the linked images with the playback 
positions (Ohmori, paragraphs [0012]-[0015]). Thus, it would have been obvious to 
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combine references because the technique for improving a particular class of devices 
was part of the ordinary capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art, in view of the 
teaching of the technique for improvement in other situations (KSR International Co. v. 
Teleflex Inc., 550 U.S.-82 USPQ2d 1385, 2007). 

As to claim 2, Ando discloses the information processing device according to 
claim 1, wherein the link means rewrites a file header area of the selected audio data 
upon linking (audio data is rewritten, paragraph [0229], such as header information, 
paragraph [0407]). 

As to claim 3, Ando discloses the information processing device according to 
claim 2, wherein the link means rewrites a file header area of the selected item of still 
image data upon linking (still images are rewritten, paragraph [0256], by editing file 
information such as in the header, paragraph [0155] and [0444]). 

As to claim 4, Ando discloses the information processing device according to 

claim 1 , wherein the link means moves the selected item of still image data to a folder 
[[,]l in which the selected audio data is stored, upon linking (the images are stored in a 
buffer along with its linked audio data, paragraph [0153] as well, the associated data, 
text and images, are recorded into a file with its associated audio data, paragraphs 
[0088] and [0098]). 
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As to claim 6, Ando discloses the information processing device according to 
claim 1, wherein said display means displays thumbnail images of the items of still 
image data which are linked with the selected audio data in the first image display area 
(figure 6 "picture 6"). 

As to claim 7, Ando discloses the information processing device according to 
claim 6, wherein said display means displays the thumbnail images of the items of still 
image data in the playback order from the top (figure 6). 

As to claim 8, Ando does not disclose specifically the information processing 
device according to claim 1 , wherein said display means displays thumbnail images of 
the items of still image data which are not linked with any audio data in the second 
image display area. 

Ohmori teaches using thumbnail images of the still images that are not linked 
(figure 6 and 7). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Ando with the use of a single 
window to view linked images, unlinked images, and audio playback data. By using a 
single window to view not just the areas of images that are linked with the 
corresponding area of audio playback but also to view the unlinked images in the 
system database would facilitate the system of Ando by being able to observe all the 
phases of the image/audio editing without having to toggle back and forth between the 
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unlinked image database and tlie display area of the linked images with the playback 
positions (Ohmori, paragraphs [0012]-[0015]). Thus, it would have been obvious to 
combine references because the technique for improving a particular class of devices 
was part of the ordinary capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art, in view of the 
teaching of the technique for improvement in other situations (KSR International Co. v. 
Teleflex Inc., 550 U.S.-82 USPQ2d 1385, 2007). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Josiah 
Hernandez whose telephone number is 571-270-1646. The examiner can normally be 
reached from 7:30 pm to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571 ) 272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to tine Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JH 

/David R Hudspeth/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



